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MATTEFBAZING
Albe-t L, Hedrich « Conatructive travel costs
DIGEST:

Bmloyes of Department of Commarce vho used his
privately owned automobile while on official busi-
ness away from his hesdquarters, and vho was
authorired to use either privately owned sutreo-
bils or rental car, should be sllowed reinburse-
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b ment on miloage bawis and not on basis of con-
) - structive cost of rental car sinca statute and
o ragulations provide that reimbursement for travel
'k-?, expenses vhen privately owned automobile is used is
o linited to a fixod milespr rate, Koreowr, mileage
- roixlurserant Eay not ex. ..l constructive cost of
travel by cocoesn cayrier since the use of the
privately ouwned wutomst’lz was for porsonal
convenience.
o mis action L{a at the reguest of on authorized certifying offices for an
' Jnace dacinion as to vhether a reclaim voucher in the amnint of $79.%6
3 : yrizeating the conatructive cost of a reatsl car by Mr. Albert L, Hedrich,
v 1 4 wployze of the Departient of Commerce, uwy be certified for payment,
Lo
B ‘ The record shows that by Travel Order No. 303267 dated June 13, 1773,
& ' a. Nelrich wvus authoritad to travel from Weshington, D, C., to Boulder,
oy f nlorado, end return, in ordor that he nould aitend technical progrez dis-
47 1 pastoss im Doulder. Kr. Hedrich was also authorized to taks annual 1@ive

I
"Q ‘=a June 15, 1973, to June 24, 1973. The travel order allowed Mr. Hedrich

f?: w ipe either his own automobile or e rented car in counection with the
: worardTY business travel. Accordingly, Nr. Hedrich left his residence in

b" xaen, ¥Yirginie, on June 15, 1973, using his privately owned car, and

. remined in annual lesve status from that date until he arrived in Boulder,
& “uoreit, oa June 2h, 1973, vhereupon he performed the official business

Iy rteired of him, M, Hedeich returned to Melean ou July 1, 1973,

Vhila he wvas in Boulder, Mr. Hedrich drove his own car 93 miles on
! ¢7lolal business. Mr. Hedrich now claima reimbursenent for the construc-
o =n ot of a rentad car for this travel performed in Boulder. The con-
rauctive cost for the above Lravel as esticated by A ssmple receipt [rom \
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‘“ coatinental Bantsl Car Agwncy wwuld hrve dbeen $13 pie dzy plus 13 cents
lis,
i3 ¥

e certifying officer, citing our decision st X-153637 {Jul.y 15, 1372,
o gnilly dieclloved s, Hedrich's claim for the constructive cost of
wtsl car and instead alloved ¥r, Iwdrich 11 cents per xile for the travel
~foroed {n Boulder. Tw conriructive cost of &ir fare from Washington to
;.Lw and returs was also allcwed, ©he pov requesia our decision as o
os 1xpality of payling the eosstruw:bive enr rental costs.

o, ergucent is made ca Hr, Hedrieh'™s behelf by Mr. Rusgall J. Jones,
ing Modnigtrative Officar, (n o necovardue dated Docenbar 27, 1973, W

«. Jexas P. Mevzer, (hief, Acoouniing Diviaion, Ratfoasl Bureau of Siandardn,

ast 2165537, supen, dosy not apply in Mr. Bedrich's ease n3 that decision

weZerg Y0 M3 2Eployee an LLnporTery duby with o coQarinon {u une of

i-;m furtiey:
*s saaroh of applicolb) e @GS\ trsvel regulaticas showa no
restrictions ex t2 peliod of retwbursmeent, 1i.e, in fipguring
construative costa, to Lahe parts of ectisl Aoats and apply
them to conafructive costs. Reference fa made to the Handbook
of Trevel Folleles wnd P oeedures, U, 3. Dapartoent of Countrce,
BRIbTE 3.03-2. Treveler cantot be peiwstired by taking one por-
tiom of conrtrustive cogt end not Allowing elthar z11 of actunl
or L1l of coastrustive,”

| w. Jooss intiextes that sinoe jeatal of & moter vehlals vas suthorired, it
! fillors that tho full eouslametive rantel cort 8 paymble.

™o provizion in the lzw relating to reisdursing Goverament employeas
*> trgval by privetaly oweed sutozobile 48 fourd st 5 Unitsd Statos Code,
‘7A fand it gtates in part on fallowst

"(a) Usder regulstions prescrided under sociion 5707 of
this t1tle, an exployoe or otder individual perforwing service
for the Guvernomnt, whs in eigezed on officisl usinirs luside
or oatside his devignated poat of duty or plece af cervice, is
mtitled to oot {n exnsss ol

cvataly-crmed mioncbile verees xentel of & convtereial ventele.” Hr. Jonos
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"(2) L: conts s mile for the uge of a
privately owned sutimcbile or alrplanse;

{ngterd of the attual expenses of trsosportation vhea that
ede of trangportation s suthorited or opproved as core
alveniageoug to the Governzent, o ¢ "

~e epnlicable regulations ispletenting the above law are found in the
sl Property Maanzemsrt Segulaticas (FRR) 101-7, Hay 1, 173, See-

Joler

von 1-h.loa of PIMR 101-7 states {n part as follows:

" 4 % % vhen esployvas xnd others renderisg service to
che Goveriswnl use privately oened votor vehicles or mir-
planes in the conduet aff off'icial busineas within ar cuteide
their degignated poets of duty or placss of gervise ard puch
upe 18 suidherized or approved g sivantageous to the Govern-
rent or 8% 60 eutharized or ayrovel exervise of tha esploy-
re’n prefarsnoe, payweat &%all be made on a wileaze bLasis
unlees payzant ca oo aotial expecses Lasis s spreifically
puthorized by lev.”

It {8 elway fyom the sheve thet vhen an esployea sueh w3 Mr. Hedrich
(2 ssaigred temporarily ewsy froom his Tealqueriors and uses his privete
wtoeobtle an efficial buginesy, the Gorermment phall only refmburge the
wolosee oa b wileage bagls of up ‘o 12 cents o mile. In this ease 11 eents
o mile heo teea determined by the autharities vs supropriate reirhurgenent.
mare 18 o0 allowsnce in theda circunstencas for actunl expenses other than
ter periing reew, ferry farew end bridse, read, and tuanel tolls. § Uaited
siates Code STO4{L).F %o sothority exisie for reilmburscsent Cor the use of a
privelely Guned cle chore the maximae ixapossd by statvte ws et out in
seaticn STOL(n) .7 Altheuihh Me. Hedrich vas authorized to use a rentod ear
4 h2 vouls have bdoon refmbiursed for the use of a rentsd car hvd be in fact
wsi ong, since he usod 5l privat: 1y canod velhicle, he eay crly be reim-
Wraed for guch ure within the atatutory masioum ea eet out at 5 U,3.¢,
5.04(n), ppra. Our ebove-cited declalon, 2163637, and cur dactston
E-160452 , Fiemuary 26, 1967, clearly state this principle.

Athough the record {3 not clear, it appenrs it {e¢ cluimed that
K, iledrieh i beling pannlited bocause reimduraement of his trowel coats
iz Poulder {8 lixited to actunl rilesge vherses his wWeshlngtoa o Boulder
portion of the trip is cosputed at the coastrectiye eldr fare which 1s less
than the actual milsage. Oa Mr. iledrich's trevel order it ia noted 2hat
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of 8 private autoaobile s both advantagzous to the Sovernzent emd fo:

arrenlence af the traseler, However, since anmual lsavo wes nlso

Ll c,.c,d on the travel ojdar froa June 1%, 173, throwgh June 24, 1973, wo

¥ conclude that the use of the privately owned sutcapbile was for

:ﬂﬁtlric:h'l yersonal convenience, Section 1-%,3 of FMR 111-7 provides

o pert 18 follies:

r e s+ hen use of privately ovied conveynnce is in Lien of
ccmaon gerrier trensportntion, Yhensver a privetely owned
canveyanca {8 usel for official purposes &8s & ratter of par-
panal preference in lieu of coemon carrler transportation
under 1-2.24, paywont for guch tvavel shall bo mxle on the
rasis of the actual travel performed, cosputed under Lo4.1
xt the mileage rate pregexibed im X-h,2a plua the per ddem
#llenatle for the acturl travel, The i0(sl allowahle sha))
ve Litnlted to the total conelructive copt of appropriate
corxant chrrier troagportatica Inclullup constructive per dion
by thet mrthod of Lrunsportetion. # € &"
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sprafore, wder the above-queted regulation 4t was roquired that Mr, Hedrichh

reaurteiant for thoe Washington to Foulder and return travel by privately

aosd autoscbile bs lwited (o the constructive cost of eowecon esrrier
arportation,

hicordingly, the eelainm vouther may 23t be certified for payment.

EREREE

o o' Comofroller Generel
"7 of whe United States

(W

e o S,

T e P pr———

e e o e AL "0 i s bt P it

o et Y





